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HE transformation of

Permodalan Nasional

Bhd's (PNB) 10 strate-

gic companies has been
completed, with thelr combined
market capitalisation growing by
HM39.5 billion last vear,

The market value of the 10 com-
panies had risen by another
RMG.3 billion so far this year, said
PNB chairman Tan Sri Abdul
Wahid Omar.

The companies boast a com-
bined market capitalisation of
RM202.27 billion as of yesterday.

Wahid said the companies’
weighted average total ghare-
holder return stood at 26 per
cent last year, almost double that
of the benchmark FTSE Bursa
Malaysia KLCI's return of 13.2 per
cent.

“In the first two months of this
year, PNB recorded a strong per-
formance, with its assels under
management rising 4.1 per cont
to RMZTR.G billion.

*PNO's pro forma consolidated
net income also rose 395 per
ol L year-on-year to RM2Z.2 bil-

lion, while the aggregate market
capitalisation increased by
RME.3 billion in the first three
manths of this vear,™ he said at
PMNB's 20017 annual report brief-
ing. here, yesterday.

PNB's 10 strategic companies
are Malavan Banking Bhd, Sime
Darby Plantation Bhd, Sime Dar-
by Bhd, Sime Darby Property
Bhd, 5P Setia Bhd, UMW Hold
ings Bhd, UMW Oil & Gas Bhd,
Chemical Company of Malaysia
Bhd (CCM), CCM Duopharma
Biotech Bhd and MNRB Holdings
Bhd.

Last year, PNB carried oul the
demergers of Sime Darby Bhd to
create three pure-pliy compa-
nies. It also carried out the de-
merger of UMW Holdings, re
capitalisation of LIMW Oil & Gas, -
the requlsition of SILK Highway
and the merger of SP Setla Bhd
and &P Group.

Earlier. PNB announced an in-
come distribution amounting to
RMLE3 billkon for five funds un-
der Amanah Saham Bumiputera
2 (ASB 2), Amanah Saham
Malaysia {ASM} and umbrella
fund Amanah Saham Gemilang
{ASG).

Unitholders of ASB 2 will re-
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ceive B.75 sen per unit while ASM
unitholders will get 6.25 sen per
anit.

ASH 2 is paying out a total of
RMS562.9 million to 348,000
unitholders while ASM"s payout
of RML.1 billion will benefit
540,000 unitholders.

As of February 28, ASE 2 and
ASM recorded a net income of
RM551.2 million and RMLL billion,
respectively.

The three funds under ASG,
namely ASG-Pendidikan, ASG-
Kesihatan and ASG-Persaraan,
will give income distributions of
#.8 sen, 5.2 sen and 5.15 sen per
unit, respectively.

The total income distribution
of RM2I11.6 million llor the three
ASG Tunds will benefit 185,500
unithokders.

Wahid said the funds’ stronger
performance was in line with
PNB's focus to give balanced re-
turns through Investments in eq-
ulties and fixed income.

“Clobally, synchronised growth
is expected across major
economies this year, with the In-
ternational Monetary Fund ex-
pecting global gross domestic
product to expand by 3.9 per
cant,

“We hope that 2018 will also be
& good year [or the local economy

and capltal markets. A robust
economic growth brings aboul
more business and employment
opportunities, and a better per-
formance for our funds.,

*This will, m turn; benelfit more
than 13 million upitholders and
translate into greater financial
well-being for seven milllon
Malaysian households.,” he
added.

PNB's unit trust operations
saw positive growth, with the wo-
tal number ol units in circulation
increasing 3.4 per cent to 2187
billion last year. The. total num-
ber of accounts also oxpanded by
1.5 per cent to 13.2 rmdllion.



